
East African Training Initiative
EATI is a two-year fellowship training program in pulmonary and critical 

care medicine, and it’s the first of its kind in Ethiopia.



EATI
EATI is based in capital city Addis Ababa’s 
Tikur Anbessa (Black Lion) Hospital, the 
flagship medical training institution of 
Addis Ababa University School of Medicine. 
Since its inception in 2013, EATI has made 
a tremendous impact in shaping the future 
of pulmonary and critical care medicine in 
Ethiopia.

EATI’S GOALS
• To address the dire need for pulmonary 

and critical care specialists in the country.
• To ensure the fellowship training program 

is self-sustainable by EATI-trained 
physicians by the year 2020

• To provide expertise and consultation to 
the Ethiopian Ministry of Health

In January 2013, EATI was launched under 
the leadership of Dr. Neil Schluger, chief of 
Division of Pulmonary, Allergy, and Critical 
Care Medicine at Columbia University, and Dr. 
Charles Sherman of Brown University. It is the 
first training program of its kind in Ethiopia.

The path to this historic moment took two 
years of careful planning. In March 2011, the 
chief executive of Addis Ababa University 
(AAU) School of Medicine identified the need 
to train specialists in pulmonary medicine. 
However, both local funding and expertise 
were limited. After discussion with the 
leadership of World Lung Foundation (WLF), 
a site visit and need assessment by Dr. Neil 
Schluger and Dr. E. Jane Carter took place 
in January 2012. Subsequently, with close 
coordination among AAU, Tikur Anbessa 
Specialized Hospital and the Ethiopian 
Ministry of Health a memorandum of 
understanding between WLF and AAU was 
signed in April 2012. 

Between January 2015 and February 2016, 
5 fellows completed the training program 
and dramatically increased the number 
of pulmonary specialists in the country. 
More importantly, these physicians have 
now assumed leadership roles in setting up 
pulmonary inpatient consult services and 
clinics, bronchoscopy suites, and medical 
intensive care units at various academic 
medical centers throughout Ethiopia. By 
2020, EATI will have produced 15 pulmonary 
critical care physicians. 

FIVE GRADUATES 
AND COUNTING

MISSION

EATI
changed that...

Prior to 2013 there was 
only 1 pulmonologist 
for 94 million people



EATI is a two-year immersion fellowship training program in pulmonary and 
critical care medicine.

The first year is devoted to clinical care and procedural skills such as 
spirometry, bronchoscopy, thoracentesis, pleural biopsy, intubation, and 
central line and chest tube placement. The clinical knowledge foundation is 
provided by an extensive, year-long lecture series, a wide range of conferences, 
and daily inpatient rounds in the medical intensive unit and pulmonary wards. 
Every month, expert visiting faculty members from Europe or North America 
provide lectures, procedural training, and most importantly, bedside teaching 
and patient-centered care during rounds.

The second year continues the same intense clinical training of the first 
year with more depth, refinement, and autonomy. During year two, training 
in research methods and mentored research projects are added. All fellows 
participate in the Methods in Epidemiology, Clinical, and Operational Research 
(MECOR) program sponsored by the American Thoracic Society (ATS).

At the end of the second year, the trainees travel to Columbia University and 
Brown University for a 4-week observership to learn new medical technologies 
and a different healthcare system. Before graduation, each fellow must pass 
rigorous written and oral examinations and achieve high marks on faculty 
evaluations of knowledge and skill sets.

PROGRAM

THE MISSION OF EATI IS TO PROVIDE 
WORLD-CLASS TRAINING IN PULMONARY 

AND CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE



ACHIEVEMENTS

FUND ALLOCATION

EATI GRADUATES HAVE EXPANDED PULMONARY AND CRITICAL 
CARE SERVICES THROUGHOUT ETHIOPIA.

JANUARY 22, 2015: A HISTORIC MOMENT

EATI celebrated the graduation of its first class of pulmonary critical care fellows in January 
2015, marking a historic moment in the development of pulmonary and critical care medicine 
in Ethiopia. Dr. Tola and Dr. Fahmi became the first two Ethiopian Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Specialists trained in Ethiopia. 

This historic moment also coincided with the inauguration of the Ethiopian Thoracic Society, 
a professional organization founded by EATI trained pulmonologists, cardiologists, and 
cardiothoracic surgeons.

TEAM EATI

• Salary of the EATI Director of Field Operations
• $2000 covers travel for each EATI visiting faculty, Steering Committee Member, and 

administrator
• $42 per day lodging in Addis Ababa 
• $40 per day stipend
• Medical equipment procurement

Our initial program funding was provided by the World Lung Foundation and the Swiss Lung Foundation. All of the EATI Team donate their training and clinical services. 
Funding from Vital Strategies and online donations will cover the following:

FEBRUARY 2016: BUILDING MOMENTUM

Dr. Kibrom, Dr. Aschalew, and Dr. Abebe became the second class of trainees to graduate from 
EATI, significantly increasing the number of pulmonologists in Ethiopia to seven (six from 
EATI). More importantly, EATI graduates have now assumed leadership roles at various medical 
centers to embark on a historic expansion of pulmonary and critical care services.

TEAM ETHIOPIA

• $2500 covers travel and lodging for each trainee to present at international conferences
• $2500 covers travel and tuition for each trainee to attend Methods in Epidemiology, 

Clinical, and Operational Research (MECOR) program
• $2000 covers travel for each trainee to the US for clinical observership
• $500 covers lodging for each trainee during observership
• $40 per day stipend during observership
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EATI
East African Training Initiative is a health program 
of Vital Strategies, a non-profit organization based 

in New York City.

For more information on Vital Strategies, please visit vitalstrategies.org

For specific questions regarding EATI, please contact info@eatiethiopia.org


